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Brussels, 20 July 2005 

Transport network: speeding up completion of the 
key routes 

Today the Commission adopted a series of measures on closer political and 
technical coordination on the completion of the trans-European transport 
network (TEN-T). These measures include the nomination of six prominent 
figures as European coordinators and the setting up of an Executive Agency 
for the TEN-T. As Vice-President Jacques Barrot, the Commissioner 
responsible for transport, stated: "Implementation of major transport 
projects is hindered not only by a lack of funding but also by problems of 
coordination between Member States. It is these transnational projects that 
experience most delays. The coordinators will facilitate the dialogue between 
the Member States concerned so that work and financing plans are better 
synchronised." President Barroso has also entrusted Jacques Barrot with 
the task of chairing a steering group with the Commissioners concerned to 
improve the contribution of trans-European transport, energy and 
telecommunications networks to economic growth. 

The six coordinators are Loyola de Palacio, Karel Van Miert, Etienne Davignon, 
Péter Balázs, Pavel Telička and Karel Vinck. Nominated after consultation with the 
European Parliament and with the agreement of the Member States concerned for 
an initial (renewable) period of four years, they will be responsible for the 
coordination of an EU priority project. In order to guarantee their independence,  
none of them are nationals of the countries with which they will be working.  

The coordinators will draw up an annual report on progress made with regard to 
implementation of the project, developments which might affect the characteristics of 
the projects and any difficulties and obstacles which could result in significant delays 
vis-à-vis project completion dates. As regards the industrial project to deploy a single 
rail traffic management system, the coordinator will work in close cooperation with 
the railway sector and the Member States to produce a coordinated European 
deployment plan by 2007. 

The Commission is also proposing to set up an Executive Agency in response to an 
increase in the budget proposed in the framework of the 2007-2013 financial 
perspective1 and the need to adapt existing staff in order to have access to the wide 
range of highly specialised skills required for each major project. The Commission 
will delegate to the Agency the technical and administrative tasks involved in the  
management of cofinancing granted to the TEN-T. The Agency, with which the 
European Investment Bank (EIB) will be involved, will also offer project promoters 
the possibility of coordinating with interventions by other European funds.   

                                                 
1  €20.35 billion for the TEN-T – Reference COM (2004) 475. 
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Initially, the Agency will be set up to manage the current budget, which will enable it 
to be fully operational from 2007. After the adoption of the new financial perspective, 
its size will be adapted to meet the needs arising from the new budget. 

Finally, President Barroso has entrusted Jacques Barrot with the task of chairing a 
steering group with the Commissioners concerned (see MEMO/05/270) to consider 
ways of improving the contribution of the trans-European transport, energy and 
telecommunications networks to economic growth in Europe. This group will 
enhance the cohesion of policies affecting the development of the trans-European 
networks and of interventions by the various Commission funds, both amongst 
themselves and with EIB loans. By the end of 2006 at the latest, the steering group 
will prepare a communication reviewing progress with this new method and the 
prospects for 2007-2013. 



ANNEXE 

Projets/ Coordonnateur désigné Tronçons concernés identifiés par le 
Parlement et le Conseil (date fixée de 
réalisation) 

Projet prioritaire n° 1 (ensemble du corridor)
« Axe ferroviaire Berlin-Vérone/Milan-
Bologne-Naples-Messine-Palerme »  

M. Karel Van Miert 

 

- Halle/Leipzig-Nuremberg (2015)  

- Nuremberg-Munich (2006)  

- Munich-Kufstein (2015)  

- Kufstein-Innsbruck (2009) 

- Tunnel du Brenner (2015), tronçon 
transfrontalier 

- Vérone-Naples (2007)  

- Milan-Bologne (2006)  

- Pont rail/route sur le détroit de Messine-
Palerme (2015)  

Projet prioritaire n°3 (ensemble du corridor)
« Axe ferroviaire à grande vitesse du sud-
ouest de l’Europe »  

M. Etienne Davignon 

 

- Lisbonne/Porto-Madrid (2011)  

- Madrid-Barcelone (2005) 

- Barcelone-Figueras-Perpignan (2008)  

- Perpignan-Montpellier (2015) 

- Montpellier-Nîmes (2010)  

- Madrid-Vitoria-Irun/Hendaye (2010)  

- Irun/Hendaye-Dax, tronçon transfrontalier 
(2010) 

- Dax-Bordeaux (2020) 

- Bordeaux-Tours (2015) 

Projet prioritaire n°6 (Corridor V)
« Axe ferroviaire Lyon-Trieste-
Divaca/Koper-Divaca-Ljubljana-Budapest-
frontière ukrainienne » 

Mme Loyola de Palacio 

- Lyon-St Jean de Maurienne (2015)  

- Tunnel du Mont-Cenis (2015-2017)  

- Bussoleno-Turin (2011)  

- Turin-Venise (2010)  

- Venise-Ronchi sud -Trieste-Divaca (2015)  

- Koper-Divaca-Ljubljana (2015) 

- Ljubljana-Budapest (2015) 
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Projet prioritaire n° 17 (ensemble du 
corridor) 
« Axe ferroviaire Paris-Strasbourg-Stuttgart-
Vienne-Bratislava »  

M. Péter Balázs 

 

 

- Baudrecourt-Strasbourg-Stuttgart (2015), 
y.c. pont de Kehl 

- Stuttgart-Ulm (2012)  

- Munich-Salzburg (2015) 

- Salzburg-Vienne (2012)  

- Vienne-Bratislava (2010) 

 

Projet prioritaire n° 27 (ensemble du 
corridor) 
“Axe ferroviaire «Rail Baltica» Varsovie - 
Kaunas - Riga – Tallinn –Helsinki” 

M. Pavel Telicka 

- Varsovie-Kaunas (2010)  

- Kaunas-Riga (2014) 

- Riga-Tallinn (2016)  

Projet horizontal « Corridors ferroviaires et 
déploiement du système de gestion du trafic 
ferroviaire ERTMS » 

M. Karel Vinck 

Développement d’un réseau ferroviaire 
interopérable sur les corridors constituant le 
réseau cœur de 20 000 km déjà défini par la 
Commission sur lequel est déployé ERTMS  

  


